A Wolf in the Basement
U WOLF IN hU BASMUNT

by Neil Stewart

IT WOZ A LAT FAL DA WEN TU VERZT YU/ BOZ,HORVE WILSUN AND
ROBRT SMIR, WR WAKIV DON hU STRET. HORVE LOKT AT hU APUL TREZ
IN MISTR BRON'Z SiD YORD. "t WIS + HAD AN APUL TU IT RiT NO." "

ROBRT KIKT A STON. "YU WONT FiND AN APUL ON A TRE N®. hA HAV AL
BIN PIKT."

hA WR JUST PASIV MISTR BRON'Z HOS WEN HORVZ SED, "t BET YU hAT
MISTR BRON HAZ SUM APULZ STARD IN HIZ BASMUNT. HE IZ A VERZE NS
PRSUN AND WODUNT MiND US TAKIV TU."

ROBRT LOKT SRPRtZD. "TVIN IF HE DIDUNT MiND, IT WOD BE STILIV
TU TAK hEM."

HORVE SLOD DON AND RUBD HIZ ZIN. "WEL WX KOD ZEK FRST, AND
hEN IF hER OR SUM, WX KAN NOK ON hU FRUNT DAR AND ASK IF W% KOD
HAV TU."

SQ hU TU BOZ WENT DON hU @TStD STERZ TU hU BASMUNT AND LOKT
URGND. hA DID NOT NQ WER AU L1T SWIZ WOZ AND hER tZ WR NOT
UJUSTUD TU hU DORK BASMUNT.

A SKERT SOND WOZ HRD FRUM BIHiND hU FRNUS. "GR, GR" LK hU
SOND UV A RRETUNIW ANUMUL. YES, IT 30R SONDUD LiK A WOLF! NOT
hAT hU TU BOZ HAD EVR HRD A WOLF BEFQR.

"hER IZ A WOLF BIHND hU FRNUS!" YELD HORVZ.

ROBRT PANIKT AND RAN TU hU DAR hAT hA HAD KUM RRU. hU DAR WOZ
KLQZD AND ROBRT KOD NOT GET IT QPUN BIKAZ HE KOD NOT ST hU LAZ
IN hU DIM L1T. HORVEI WOZ SKERD TU BUT WOZ SRPRt+ZD WEN ROBRT
STORTUD TU POND ON hU DAR, REN KR+t AND 3OT TU BZ LET OT. HORVZ



DID NOT LtK WOLVZ, BUT AT hU SAM TiM HE DID NOT WONT MISTR
BRON TU NQ hAT hA WR DON IN hU BASMUNT!

FENULTE hU DAR QPUND AND MISTR BRON'Z SUN, PAL, WOZ STANDIV
hER SM1iLIW. "WUT OR YU AND HORVZ DUIV DON HIR?"

HORVE WOZ IMBERUST AND WOZ AT A LAS FAR WRDZ, BUT ROBRT
SPQOK UP AND SED, "WE WR WUNDRIV IF YU HAD ENE APULZ AND KOD
WZT IZ HAV WUN?"

PAL WOZ QLDR hAN HORVI AND ROBRT BUT hA AL GOT ULAV TUGERR.
PAL RIPLiD, "tM SORZ + KANT HELP YU OT BUT WX DONT HAV ENZ
APULZ." AFTR ZATIW A LITUL LAWGR RU TU BOZ LEFT AND PAL WAVD REM
OF.

LATR hAT NiT, HORVE WOZ IN BED TR+IV TU MAK SENS UV WUT HAD
HAPPEND hAT DA. HE NU hAT hA HAD GOT OF ¥Z% AND HEf WOD NOT TRt
ENIRIV LK hAT UGEN. ALSQ, hAT KOD NOT HAV BIN A WOLF IN hu
BASMUNT. WUT WOZ IT? WOZ hU NOZ KUMIV FRUM BIHiND hU FRNUS?
NQ. IT SONDUD LtK IT WOZ KUMIV FRUM INSiD IT. RHAT'S IT! MISTR
BRON HAZ HOT ER HEIT! MISTR BRON MUST HAV SIN hEM FRUM hU DiNIV)
RUM WINDQ WIZ LOKS OT QVR AU OTS1iD BASMUNT STERZ. HORVZ
FIGYRD hAT MISTR BRON MUST HAV WATUD UW1L hEN BENT DON AND
GROLD INTU hU HOT ER VENT hAT WOZ ON hU FLAR IN hU DiNI RUM. huU
SOND TRAVULD RRU hU HOT ER DUKT AND DON INTU hU FRNUS. MISTR
BRON WOZ NON TU DU PRAVWKS SQ HE KOD TVIN HAD PAL GQ DON AND
HOLD AU DAR 3UT FAR A FYU SEKUNDZ. SATUSFiD, HORVE FEL OF TU
SLEP.

UBOT A WIK LATR, HORVE WOZ VIZUTIVW HIZ KUZUN JEF. hA WR SITIV
IN hU LIVIV RUM TAKIV WEN HORVZ NQTUST A HOT ER VENT ON hU FLAR
NIR JEF. HE RIMEMBRD WUT MISTR BRON HAD DUN. HORVE BIGAN TU
RIVK. IF WUN KOD TAK INTU A VENT AND hU VOS KARID DON TU hu
FRNUS, KODUNT VOS SOND KUNTINYU B+ GQIV UP UNUhR HOT ER DUKT
AND KUM OT UNURR VENT?

"HA, JEF, DONT YU HAV A HOT ER VENT IN YAR BEDRUM?" ASKT HORVZ.
"YES t+ DU. WUT UBQOT IT?" RIPLiD JEF.

HORVZ WENT QVR TU hU LIVIW RUM VENT. "GQ UPSTERZ AND POT YAR
IR TU hU VENT AND LISUN. £+ AM GOIV TU TAK INTU hIS VENT AND YU



30D HIR Mt VOS IN hU WUN UPSTERZ AND YU 30D Bf ABUL TU TAK BAK
TU ML."

JEF WENT UPSTERZ AND LISUND AT hU VENT AND HRD HORVI'Z EKQIV
VOS SAIV QVR AND QVR, "HULQ, HULQ, OR YU hER?"

"YES, + HIR YU HORVZI. YAR VOS IZ KLIR BUT IT HAZ A HOLQ EKQ SOND
TU IT.

JUST hEN JEF'S MURR KALD FRUM HR BEDRUM, "t AM BIZ% FQLDIV
KLOhZ AND t FRGOT TU TRN ON hU T KETUL. JEF, WIL YU PLTZ GQ DON
STERZ AND TRN IT ON FAR ME?"

JEF RAZD HIZ HED FRUM hU VENT AND YELD, "QKA MOM". HE hEN TAKT
TU HORVE RRU RU VENT. "HA HORVZE, WOD YU PLEZ GQ TU hU KIZUN AND
TRN ON hU T KETUL?"

"OKA," KAM hU RIPLt.

WEN HORVE KAM BAK RU BOZ ZATUD ON. JEF'S MURR'Z VOS SONDUD
MAR DIMANDIW, "JEF! £ TOLD YU F1V MINUTS UGQ TU TRN ON hU KETUL!"

"BUT hU KETUL IZ ON! + HAD HORVZ DU IT."
"0, + DIDUNT NQ hAT HORVE WOZ WIh YU."
"HORVZ IZ NOT HIR. HE HAZ BIN DON STERZ."
"t DIDUNT HIR YU YEL DON STERZ!"

"t DIDUNT."

Tk

JEF'S MURR MUMBULD TU HRSELF, "t AM NOT GQIV TU ASK. NQ, + DONT
WONT TU NQ. £ DONT WONT TU NQ."
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